
Find out what the Church of England is doing to support all those suffering in Iraq - and how you can help.



The Church of England is encouraging its members to pray, act and give to those suffering in Iraq.

Christians throughout the country are being asked to... 

PRAY 

The Archbishop of York has issued three prayers for Mosul and the third of these can be used for all those fleeing persecution whether in Ebril,

on Mount Sinjar or elsewhere in the country. A collection of Prayers for peace can also be found here on the Church of England website.

Further prayer resources for Iraq have also been offered by Tearfund and Christian Aid.

ACT  

Individuals and Churches are being encouraged to download this poster (printer friendly version available in the box on the right) and to display

it in homes, churches and noticeboards to display their support for all religious minorities fleeing persecution.

The poster uses the Arabic letter, "N", which has been daubed on the homes of Christians (often called 'Nasrani' in Arabic) in Mosul to identify

them as targets for persecution or execution.

This symbol has been picked up around the world as a way in which we can identify with those from all religious and ethnic communities who are

being targeted by ISIS. As a church, we are committed to championing freedom of religion and belief worldwide as a fundamental and

internationally recognised human right.

Even in the UK, we stand firmly against any labelling or targeting of people on the basis of their religion, and we work for a society that continues

to be welcoming and respectful of all faiths.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has issued a statement on the situation in Iraq in which he urged the British government to offer asylum to

refugees fleeing persecution.  

The Bishops of Manchester, Leeds and Worcester have also called for asylum to be granted to those fleeing persecution. The Bishops of the

Diocese of Lichfield have also issued this statement.

Churches and individuals are being encouraged to write to their local MPs urging them to press the Government to increase Britain's

humanitarian efforts for all those affected by the crisis and to ask for asylum to be granted to a fair number of those who will be unable to return

to their homes.

You can copy this letter into a word processor document, print it and then post it to your local MP. Be sure to remember to fill in the text in red.
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http://www.archbishopofyork.org/articles.php/3126/archbishop-calls-for-prayers-for-the-people-of-mosul
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical-prayers/prayers-for-peace.aspx
http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/pray/prayer_news/lifting_up_iraq/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/current/iraq-crisis-appeal/prayers.aspx
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/2054392/nazarene_poster.pdf
http://archive.archbishop.canterbury.brix.fatbeehive.com/articles.php/5391/statement-from-archbishop-justin-on-iraq
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/02/bishops-urge-david-cameron-asylum-iraqi-christians
http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/ournews/bishops-joint-statement-on-violence-in-the-middle-east/
https://churchofengland.org/media/2064834/iraq%20-%20letter.docx


(Local MPs can be contacted via this site.) The aim must be to assist those who have been displaced to return to their homes. In many cases this

won't be possible and alternative arrangements will need to be found.

UK humanitarian support has been welcome as has humanitarian support from the UN and others. But the need is currently much greater than

the support that is being provided. This will be a sustained crisis and support will be needed for the long term, as well as to meet immediate

needs now.

GIVE 

Donations can be made to the Anglican Diocese for Cyprus and the Gulf which is part of the Church network functioning alongside the Kurdish

authorities in the absence of the normal international relief agencies. The immediate need is funds for food. The next priority is providing

accommodation for those sleeping in schools or even in the streets. People on the ground in Erbil expect even more refugees from the

surrounding area. Funds from various church agencies worldwide are being pooled through this committee in the attempt to meet the needs of

as many as possible, among both Christians and non-Christians, all who have lost their homes and livelihoods, and have been looted of all worldly

possessions.

Churches can also fund the work of Canon Andrew White at St. George's Church in Baghdad and his Foundation for Relief and reconciliation in

the Middle East. Canon Andrew has provided harrowing insight into the persecution being suffered by Iraqi Christians and the Iraqi people by

ISIS.

Churches are also encouraged to give to Christian Aid's Iraq Crisis Appeal. Christian Aid is responding to the humanitarian crisis by working

through long standing partners that are operational in the North of Iraq and Kurdistan.

For further news about the Church's response to the Iraq crisis and the wider instability in the Middle East, visit: churchofengland.org/iraq  
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https://www.writetothem.com/
http://cypgulf.org/news/
http://frrme.org/
http://frrme.org/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/current/iraq-crisis-appeal/iraq/ppc.aspx?approachcode=A020442&_$ja=cgid:9017706948|tsid:56895|cid:222057468|nw:g|crid:40824645948|rnd:14613092812089848953|dvc:c|adp:1t1|kw:christian%20aid%20iraq|mt:b|pm:&gclid=CIP8gZDPlcACFW3JtAodanEAuw
https://www.churchofengland.org/iraq

