Read the full article:
On June 23rd, the Lancet Medical Journal and University College London will publish a landmark report, highlighting the inalienable and
undeniable link between climate change and human health. We warmly welcome the report’s message of hope, which confirms the fact that
climate change is more than just a technical or financial challenge and confirms the voice of health in the discussion on climate change. Indeed,
the central premise of the Commission’s work is that tackling climate change could be the single greatest “health opportunity of the 21st century.”
It is no surprise that climate change has the potential to dismantle decades of health developments, while also threatening the wellbeing of
future generations through ongoing detrimental impact on air and water pollution, as well as food security and malnutrition. Those with little or
no access to healthcare – both children and the elderly in particular – are more vulnerable to such predicaments.
However, health is symptomatic of a larger problem, which undermines and fragments our broader worldview. In addition to highlighting the
effects of climate change, we must address the root of the problem. In so doing, we will discover how the benefits of assuming moral
responsibility and taking immediate action – not just on matters related to health, but also economy and policy – far outweigh the cost of
remaining indifferent and passive.
It is this vital link that the Lancet Commission’s Report on Health and Climate Change conclusively and authoritatively demonstrates. In short, it
proves that our response to climate change – both in terms of mitigation and adaptation – will reduce human suffering, while preserving the
diversity and beauty of God’s creation for our children. God’s generous and plentiful creation, which we so often take for granted, is a free gift to
all living creatures and all living things. We must, therefore, ensure that the resources of our planet are – and continue to be – enough for all to
live abundant lives.

The report could not appear at a more significant and sensitive time in history. This year, as all eyes look ahead to the Paris climate negotiations
and as governments prepare to sign a universal commitment to limit global temperature rises, we have reached a critical turning point. We are
now – like never before – in a position to choose charity over greed, and frugality over wastefulness in order to affirm our moral commitment to
our neighbour and our respect toward the earth. Basic human rights – such as access to safe water, clean air and sufficient food – should be
available to everyone without distinction or discrimination.
Our faith is in God as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Our mission is from Christ’s invitation to discern the presence of God in – and do justice
by – human beings and created nature. Our obligation is to work together for a better world, one in which all human beings can flourish; our
Christian vocation is to proclaim the Gospel inclusively and comprehensively.
To this purpose, as early as the mid-1980s, when creation care was neither political nor fashionable, the Ecumenical Patriarchate initiated
pioneering environmental initiatives. In 1989, it established a day of prayer for the protection of the natural environment and, from 1991 to this
day, instigated a series of symposia and summits on an international, interfaith and inter-disciplinary basis. Its ecumenical and ecological vision
has been embraced in parishes and communities throughout the world.
In 1984 the Anglican Consultative Council adopted the Five Marks of Mission. The fifth of these is: “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation,
and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” In 2006 the Church of England launched its national environment campaign, Shrinking the Footprint
to enable the whole Church to address – in faith, practice and mission – the issue of climate change. In 2015 a clear direction has been set for
the Church of England’s National Investing Bodies in support of the transition to a low carbon economy that brings its investments into line with
the Church’s witness.
As representatives of two major Christian communions, we appeal to the world’s governments to act decisively and conscientiously by signing an
ambitious and hopeful agreement in Paris during COP 21 at the end of this year. We hope and pray that this covenant will contain a clear and
convincing long-term goal that will chart the course of de-carbonization in the coming years. Only in this way can we reduce the inequality that
flows directly from climate injustice within and between countries.
The Lancet Report is further proof that all of us must act with generosity and compassion towards our fellow human beings by acting on climate
change now. This is a shared moral responsibility and urgent requirement. Civil society, governmental authorities and religious leaders have an
opportunity to make a difference in a way that bridges our diverse opinions and nationalities.
Bartholomew, 270th Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
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This article was published on the New York Times website on 19 June 2015. Read it here.
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